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Study Area

Candidate sites for 
reinvestment

Sites considered for 
reinvestment were determined 
by participants in the planning 
process.  Concepts presented 

in this plan reflect the input and 
feedback from area residents 

and business owners.

Fairgrounds Possibilities
Lakeview Possibilities

Reuse Possibilities

Reuse Possibilities

Pavilion Opportunities

Campground Possibilities
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Program

BUILD 
MEMORIES  

INCREASE BUSINESS & 
PRIVATE INVESTMENT

IMPROVE MOBILITY  
OPTIONS

MAXIMIZE THE 
LAKEFRONT

The idea of “experience” is fundamental 
to business in Detroit Lakes.  This 
experience takes place at a number 
of levels – a visitor to an event at the 
Pavilion, a summer day on the beach at 
Lake Detroit, a show or concert at the 
Holmes Theater, or eating at a friendly 
and iconic local restaurant.

Memories and images of Detroit Lakes 
stay with people with great clarity 
for decades – indeed, for lifetimes.  
Energizing West Lake Drive with life and 
activity will both increase the customers’ 
satisfaction, build local pride, and cause 
visitors to return.

The development program should create 
an environment for new investment.  
The program should provide greater 
stability for existing businesses, and 
reward reinvestment in buildings, new 
business starts, and other responses that 
strengthen the district.  

Initial investments in the public realm can 
create conditions for economic growth 
that is unlikely to happen spontaneously.  
These investments will preserve and 
increase property values, increase sales 
tax revenues, and create a district that 
brings new business to the city.

West Lake Drive should provide a 
safe and comfortable atmosphere for 
pedestrians and bicyclists, while moving 
traffic smoothly.  Reallocating the right-
of-way is an excellent opportunity for 
improving the convenience and comfort 
of circulation throughout the district.  
Providing better linkages between West 
Lake Drive and downtown improves 
visibility and makes the district more 
pleasant.

Parking supply is also an important 
issue.  Available parking is competitive 
and inconvenient to the destination. The 
overall plan should provide convenient 
parking that does not overwhelm the 
fabric and feel of the district.  

The life and lights of Detroit Lakes’ 
lakefront and beach have long symbolized 
the city.  Yet, many people believe that 
that status is threatened by recent 
trends that have drained some of the 
waterfront’s vitality.  Most frequently cited 
are the decline in visitor resorts and the 
replacement of commercial businesses 
by condominiums, many of which are 
seasonally occupied.  Several commercial 
buildings on or near the lake are vacant 
or marginally occupied, evidence of a 
declining market. 

The plan should restore the life of the 
lakefront, recognizing and using demands 
for lakefront residential settings to 
strengthen the retail and entertainment 
base.

 
FIRST PRINCIPLES.  The West Lake Drive Plan builds off the principles and goals of the Business Corridors Plan prepared in 2008.  The First Principles of this plan continues the momentum 
and commitment of past planning efforts by describing what success looks like for the community.   These principles emerged from numerous interviews, small group discussions, and meetings.
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Development Concept
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North Shore Drive

Langford Street

Forest Street

Forest Street Extension

Peoples Street

Peoples Street Extension

Legion Road

10 10 10

1.   West End Multi-family
2.   West End Neighborhood Cottages
3.   West End Mixed Use 
          with West Lake Laundry
4.   Lakeview Development
5.   Rossman Park
          with restrooms/showers
6.   Lakeside Mixed Use
7.   Pavilion Reconstruction
8.   Clubhouse
     with restrooms/showers/rentals
9.   Possible Mixed Use Development
10. Neighborhood Preservation

A.   Continue trail from Becker County
B.   New Peoples Trail
C.   New Street
D.   Forest Street Extension
E.   Fairgrounds Promenade
F.   Parking Reconfiguration
G.   Peoples Street Extension
H.   West Lake Pathway
I.   Lake Detroit Pathway
J.   Parking Structure (2-Level)
K.   Expanded Parking
L.   Langford/Forest Street Realignment

i.   Non-motorized Launch
ii.   Possible Boat Launch Relocation
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Redevelopment Alternative

Redevelopment Alternative

Development Concept - Alternatives
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Bicycle and Pedestrian Mobility
Pedestrian Paths

Multi-use Paths

Gathering Spots

Existing

+3’
Option 1

+3’
Option 2

5’

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION

Shorter crosswalks. Bump outs are a great way to slow traffic and reduce the time a person takes to 
cross the street. Every intersection along the corridor should incorporate bump-outs.

Walking paths. Walking paths provide a simple, yet effective way to connect amenities within the 
district. Walking paths should be wide enough to accommodate two-way pedestrian traffic and be ADA 
accessible. 

Bike and Pedestrian Signage. Signage directs users to their destination and alert motorists to be more 
cautious.

Bicycle racks. The presence of bicycle racks presents an image of bicycle friendliness. Much like 
parking lots, bicycle racks are an expectation for bicyclists to park and walk to their destinations. 
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West End Neighborhood

Multi-family
(Condos or Apartments)

Cottage Units

New Street

New Street

New Street

The West End Neighborhood concept relocates the campgrounds and develops cottage units and multi-family housing in its place.  Participants in the planning process 
showed significant interest in maximizing the tax base of nearby property and attracting interest from year around residents.  The American Legion Lounge remains as a 
signature destination on the west end of West Lake Drive.
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Lake View Development

The Lakeview Mixed Use Concept recognizes market forces that may emerge along West Lake Drive.  Redevelopment for the site should consider multi-family development 
with commercial spaces and parking on the first level and upper-story residential.  Ample greenspace should be included to manage stormwater.

Green Roof

Stormwater Courtyard

Beachfront Cafe
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Extend Peoples Street

Kent Freeman Arena

Multi-family
(Condos or Apartments)
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West Lake Park

The West Lake Park concept links activities at the beach and along West Lake Drive to the County Fairgrounds and arena.  The park could include a splash pad and sculptures 
surrounded by landscaping.  Also, the site could include new restrooms and shower station.

Bathroom/Shower

Splash pad

Flower Garden

Rossman Avenue

Multi-family
(Condos or Apartments)
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Lakeside Development

The Lakeside Development concept redevelops the Holiday Haven Motel with a two-level parking structure that can be entered from Lake Avenue (top deck) and Minnesota 
Avenue (bottom deck).  The mixed use building includes ground-level commercial and upper-story residential.  This concept resolves the parking shortage for the area, yet 
realizing the vision will require significant investment towards storing stormwater beneath the building.

Parking

Plaza

ADA Ramp and Gardens

Benches and Shade

Lower-level 
Commercial

Upper-level
Residential

Minnesota Avenue

Lake Avenue
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Pavilion and Beachfront

The Pavilion and Beachfront concept presents a scenario for redeveloping the existing pavilion.  The integrity of the existing pavilion continues to be a challenge and its 
operation is limited to warmer months.  The new pavilion could reclaim the existing trusses to be part of the new structure, becoming antecedents to the historical memories 
and events that once occurred at the site.  The beachfront includes play areas, splash pad, and restroom facility.

Splash Pad

Sail gardens

Restroom/Showers

Pavilion

Possible roundabout

Washington Avenue
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Proposed Street Section - West Lake Drive

12’ Path
[3’ Buffer Strip]

8’ Sidewalk 8’ Parking 11’ Travel Lane 11’ Travel Lane 8’ Sidewalk
[2’ Buffer] 

The proposed street section retains 
two-way circulation for West Lake 
Drive.  The concept shifts the parking 
lane on the southside over 12’ to allow 
for a continuous pathway in place of 
the existing parking.  Parking on the 
northside is removed, and the sidewalk 
is widened from 5’ to 8’.  Buffer 
strips on the inside sidewalks steer 
pedestrians away from the edge of the 
curb, particularly near the door zone of 
the parked cars.

Numerous alternatives were considered 
as part of this project and are shown 
below.
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Placemaking Support
 
STREET FURNITURE

The beachfront and its environs needs outdoor seating areas where pedestrian can relax.  Street furniture gives a 
functional element to the sidewalk. Street furniture should be a family of parts.  The items shown intend to illustrate 
a “family” of furniture and not necessarilly be the selection.

PLAZAS

Plazas give a change in scenery with locations for art, landscaping, and seating. Plazas are 
versatile for many events such as farmers markets, holiday celebrations, or an everyday 
lunch spot.

LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING

Landscaping provides color and shade to the district. Uniform tree planting provides 
continuity in the landscape design. The character and type of illumination of light fixtures 
along the street and parking areas will also complement the lakefront feeling.

ASH TREES

Ash trees are endangered by the emerald ash borer.  
Offset a new line of trees, such as Kentucky Coffee 
or Kackberry, by 10 feet.

Benches
Represent planks on a dock.

Bicycle Racks
Represent reeds in the water.

Trash/Recycle Receptacles
Represent reeds in the water.

Bollard Lighting
Reminiscent of the existing lighting 

that has a maritime-like appeal

Shade Structure
Represent sails and cabana-like appeal.


