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Overview: 

 

Two public open houses were held the evenings of October 27, 2016 and November 1, 2016 at Seaman and 

Washburn Rural High Schools. The community at large was invited to share their ideas for Shawnee County and 

work alongside the planning team to help create the comprehensive plan. The format began with a brief 

presentation introducing attendees to the planning process. This was followed by an open house during which 

attendees were invited to investigate boards with information collected thus far and to share their ideas, issues, 

and concerns with the planning team for incorporation into the development of the plan document. 

Approximately 36 people participated in these events with 9 at the first meeting and 27 at the second, excluding 

the planning team. Several themes emerged during discussion with the attendees. 

 



 

Discussion Themes: 

 

Avoid burdensome regulation. 

Many participants were concerned that the comprehensive planning process would lead to burdensome 

regulation or decreased land values. Several pointed to expectations about the continuance of current 

regulations, including farmers who rely on plat exemptions that allow them to subdivide 3-acre parcels to pay 

for retirement. Many understood that modifying the rule could bring benefits in coordination, but people also 

did not want to be bound in what they could do. County codes geared towards public safety, including septic 

system regulations and buildings codes, were not typically viewed as burdensome. 

Better integrate new residents. 

Participants noted that many new residents from the county either did not know or care about rural living. 

Several cited examples of new residents not maintaining hedge trees, the fruit of which can kill cattle, expecting 

city amenities such as paved roads or high speed internet, lacking education about caring for animals and 

acreages, and generating friction between new residents and existing agricultural uses. Several participants 

believed this could be addressed through educating new residents about rural life. Some groups currently try to 

do this, but additional effort could be expended. However, many people also noted enjoying living in the county 

for its privacy. 

Improve coordination and communication. 

Many participants discussed a need for better coordination between groups. In one case, the county paved a 

road, but the township was not able to maintain it; it was subsequently returned to gravel as it deteriorated. 

Private organizations like phone companies also needed to better communicate with residents in advance of 

working on their property. These and several other issues could have been avoided by clearer communication 

and coordination between agencies, groups, and individuals. Participants also discussed the benefits of better 

coordinating the provision of utilities and using that to decrease costs, prevent urban sprawl, and maintain 

orderly development. The fiscal efficiency in providing these services to urban developments in the county was a 

definite concern. In addition, improving existing infrastructure was discussed, including adding access to I-335 

near Auburn, addressing issues with stormwater and lack of sidewalks in the north where the county is almost at 

an urban density, and upgrading some roads that have exceeded capacity. However, residents noted a need to 

balance these improvements with maintaining the rural character of the county. 

Improve economic opportunities. 

Several participants mentioned a need to promote the creation of jobs and economic opportunities. 

Encouraging home businesses and small town businesses, including retail, was seen as a way to revitalize the 

smaller towns and develop the economy. Participants noted the desire not to overregulate businesses in the 

unincorporated county, though attendees also noted specifically that home businesses led to issues including 

deteriorated roads and occasionally safety issues around children. Other participants encouraged the 

continuance of agricultural activities with some fearing the spread of light industrial activity onto farmland and 

the difficulty of driving farm equipment on heavily trafficked roads. Additional topics that were mentioned as 



 

potentially helping with economic development included commercial flights and an additional KTA exit to south 

Shawnee County. 

Maintain and enhance the high quality of life. 

The final topic discussed was a desire to maintain and enhance the county's quality of life. Residents desired to 

see streets maintained at high levels with most residents happy with current roads. Residents north of the 

Kansas River were especially happy with recreational offerings in the area, though opportunities to add and 

improve biking and hiking trails was also discussed as existing both north and south of the river. More specific 

issues tied to maintaining the quality of life included a desire for stronger animal control and tighter regulation 

regarding the 'after-hours' shooting of guns. An emphasis was also placed on safety with a desire to see more 

police/sheriffs to help combat crimes people had experienced. Much of the desire to improve quality of life was 

bolstered by pride in the county and the small and unincorporated towns in the county. 
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