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How and where is the county growing? 

For 50 years, Shawnee County has experienced steady growth. The county grew by 36,600 people between 1960 

and 2010, 8,000 of which occurred in Topeka and 2,600 of which happened in the other small cities. Rural Shawnee 

County grew by more than 26,000; most of which occurred in Soldier, Mission, and Tecumseh Townships. 

Historic City Population, 1960-2010 

 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 1960-2010 

change 

1960-2010 

% change 

Topeka 119,484 125,011 115,266 119,883 122,377 127,473 7,989 6.7% 
Other Cities 1,283 2,130 3,413 3,460 3,579 3,909 2,626 204.7% 

Unincorporated 20,519 28,181 36,237 37,633 43,915 46,552 26,033 126.9% 

Shawnee Co. 141,286 155,322 154,916 160,976 169,871 177,934 36,648 25.9% 
Source: US Census 

Most of the growth in Kansas counties with large cities has occurred in their major cities. Topeka is unique in losing 

its share of its county’s total population. Between 1960 and 2010, Topeka decreased from 85% to 72% of Shawnee 

County’s total population. During that same time, Manhattan increased its share of Riley County’s total population 

from 55% to nearly 75% and Lawrence increased its share of Douglas County’s total population from 75% to 80%. 

Wichita’s share of Sedgwick County’s population remained steady at about 75% with most growth happening in 

suburban cities. 

 

Findings & Conclusions: 

1. Shawnee County historically has grown. Most growth occurred in unincorporated areas near Topeka. 

2. The proportional loss of population in Shawnee County by Topeka is not typical. 

How has the population composition changed? 

Overall, the county has been aging like the nation. The county’s median age increased from 37.1 in 2000 to 38.1 

in 2010. At the same time, the county’s prime working age population (18-64 years) slightly decreased while those 
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over age 65 increased from 13.9% to 14.4% of the population. Aging has major implications for the region’s 

transportation and healthcare systems, residential market, schools, economy, and tax base.  

Aging trends differ in Topeka and rural Shawnee County. Topeka’s percentage of working age population was 

below that of the County’s in 2000, but the county’s population aged more rapidly. As a result, more of Topeka’s 

population is now in prime working years compared to the county. This suggests that the impacts of an aging 

population will be felt more in the county. An aging population also indicates slower future population growth. 

Findings & Conclusions: 

1. The population is aging, and its impacts will affect the county more than the City. 

How much will the county grow in the future? 

Using historic trends and considering the age make-up of the population, four population projections, including 

one from Wichita State’s Center for Economic Development and Business Research, help anticipate future 

growth. By 2040, the county is expected to grow by 14,599 residents, making its population 192,533. In 2015, 

Topeka adopted a Land Use & Growth Management Plan which anticipates Topeka will grow by 11,000 through 

2040. This presents an opportunity for the City and the County to cooperate and discuss how growth should 

occur. The County can also coordinate with other jurisdictions providing public services in developing areas. 

 

Findings & Conclusions: 

• The County’s population is expected to grow to 14,599 by 2040. 11,000 or approximately three quarters 

of this growth is expected to occur in Topeka’s city limits or growth areas. 

• Almost 3,600 residents are expected in the county outside of Topeka’s limits and growth areas.  

• Because growth will occur in unincorporated Shawnee County, coordinating with Topeka and other 

taxing jurisdictions will help reach the best outcomes for that growth. 
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Goals and Policy Recommendations 

Policy Recommendations: 

• Cooperate with Topeka within its ETJ to determine the future of areas outside its growth tiers. This 

should be accomplished by delineating development approval responsibilities to minimize 

administrative burden and by clarifying joint policy goals. 


