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What Peosta Residents Like…

During the Comprehensive Planning Process, Peosta residents were asked for their 
feedback regarding park and community amenities. 

2



MASTER PLAN

Water’s Edge Development Master Plan
The recently adopted comprehensive plan provides a roadmap for the 
Water’s Edge Development. The following strategic initiatives are woven 
into the vision:

1 | A New Town Center. A place where Peosta residents can connect, shop, 
dine and be entertained, not unlike many other “Main Streets” in Iowa. 

2 | Home Attainability. The current median home price in Peosta is out of 
reach for many people, which means that there are people who work in the 
community who have to commute from elsewhere, and that young people 
growing up in Peosta may not have the opportunity to rent or buy a home 
there. The city needs diverse housing options, including varying sizes of lots 
and multifamily housing as well as the more traditional, large-lot single 
family homes.

3 | Parks, Trails and Greenways. Clearly, a strong system of parks and 
recreational amenities is closely tied to community development. People 
want to live and work in places that offer good opportunities for relaxation 
and recreation. – perhaps the most common theme from our work, most 
citizens see investments in these areas as a key contributor to improving 
the quality of life. 

4 | Connectivity. Peosta Forward! demonstrates a clear need to improve 
mobility and connectivity in and around Peosta, from sidewalks and 
vehicular connections to walking and bike trails interlaced through the 
community. 

5 | Willing Partners for Projects and Initiatives. A venture like Water’s Edge 
Development will succeed if it truly contributes to the greater good of the 
region. Access and connectivity to other regional amenities and trails, ease 
of vehicular circulation to and through the area, attention to watershed and 
stormwater management for the larger region: these aspects of Water’s 
Edge all show Peosta’s interest in boosting the entire region, beyond the 
borders of the city. 

6 | Industry Growth. Industry growth in Peosta goes hand-in-hand with 
home attainability: industries will find Peosta a more attractive location if 
there are diverse options for industry workers to live in the community, 
rather than having to commute from elsewhere. 
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Water’s Edge Development Master Plan
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Water’s Edge Development
Town Center / Mixed Use
The Town Center is in the central portion of the 95-acre Water’s 
Edge area, with its northern reach defined by an extension of 
Ulyana Drive, meeting up with an extension of Belo Drive. The 
area includes a roundabout “gateway” entry from the east 
portion.  A central park that anchors the Town Center section, 
with a splash pad/skating rink, a performance space to allow for 
community festivals and open space that can be used for movies 
in the park, farmers markets, etc. Commercial buildings on east 
and west sides of the park: main street-type small shops and 
offices, with apartments above.

Residential
We want to keep more of Peosta’s workforce in Peosta. To make 
that happen, the City needs a broad variety of housing options, 
at a broad variety of price points. The Development would 
include townhomes flanking the central area of Town Center, 
single-family homes along the perimeter and various types of 
multifamily housing (duplexes, small apartment buildings, 
townhomes) located throughout, providing entry-level price 
point opportunities for first-time home buyers and renters.

Commercial
There is good opportunity on the southeast portion of the 95-
acre Water’s Edge site for a hotel (with easy access and visibility 
from Highway 20), plus additional restaurant or retail space, 
adjacent to the southeast edge of the park. 

Parks
In addition to the Town Center park described above, the 
development includes the larger Water’s Edge Park, a nature-
filled area anchored by an 8-acre pond, providing opportunities 
for fishing, waterplay, swimming and other recreation. Water’s 
Edge Park will give residents and visitors a place to escape to, 
practically in their own backyard. 

LAND USES
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Water’s Edge Development

STREET TYPOLOGIES

Mobility PlanTransportation + Traffic!
Many individuals have voiced concerns regarding development 
impacts on vehicular traffic in Peosta. Considerations include added 
volume, speed, access to Highway 20, safe streets and pedestrian 
connectivity. As part of the Water’s Edge Development Plan, 
significant consideration has been given to creating streets that 
efficiently move vehicles yet maintain a neighborhood feel – this 
includes added on- and off-street parking, traffic calming, bicycle 
facilities and connected sidewalks. As part of the Implementation 
phase, the City will be completing a traffic study to address the 
concerns comprehensively. 

Town Square Street Neighborhood Green Street

Through Connector Parkway

6



Water’s Edge Development
Stewardship
The Water’s Edge Development area is part of the Whitewater Creek 
Watershed. It drains into the North Fork of the Little Maquoketa River, 
heading southwest into the Maquoketa River. Approximately 1,000 acres of 
agriculture land drains through the site, with about 150 acres  of suburban 
land that comes in from the north and drains into the site.  A fundamental 
goal of this plan is to manage the watershed so there can be clean water at 
Water’s Edge for recreational purposes. Since recreation is a major aspect of 
this Development, water stewardship plays a major role in planning. 

Flood Plain
Approximately 10 of the development’s 95 acres are in the flood plain. This 
presents an opportunity to demonstrate the stewardship of natural 
resources and the restoration of the flood plan – respecting the space rather 
than misusing it. No commercial or residential development is planned in 
this area. Instead, it will be used for park amenities such as trails, a pump 
track, stream interaction opportunities and restoration of Whitewater Creek 
as it flows through the site. 

Stormwater Management
There is potential to develop a series of constructed wetlands, infiltration 
areas and sediment capture areas for the development to provide a low-
impact approach filtering pollutants (Phosphorous, Nitrogen and Bacteria) 
and slow runoff before water drains into the constructed wetland (Lake 
Peosta). Particular areas of consideration for stormwater management:

Stream restoration along Whitewater Creek, including “re-meandering” it 
within the flood plain, creating oxbows to develop habitat for natural 
resources to thrive.

Management of dog and goose waste. Bacteria from this waste, along 
with blowing and decomposing leaves that find their way into the sewer 
system, can elevate the levels of dangerous bacteria in the water –
which in turn makes it unusable for swimming and other water 
recreation. For such water play, we need clean water with low levels of 
phosphorus and limited to no dangerous bacteria. Pet cleanup/waste 
stations can help, as can re-framing landscaping plans to make areas less 
attractive to geese (for instance, taller native plantings are often avoided 
by geese because they can hide predators.)

Natural Resources + Stewardship
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Neighborhoods
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Town Square

PARK ILLUSTRATIVE PLAN

CHARACTER IMAGERY
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Trillium+Park/@43.6291225,-79.4104556,17.75z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x882b3522e2785551:0x1add497a1ea8baf!8m2!3d43.6299154!4d-79.4097175
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Water’s Edge Park

PARK ILLUSTRATIVE PLAN
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Water’s Edge Park
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Water’s Edge Park
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Water’s Edge Park
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